OCTOBER 27, 2004                       

FLORIDA HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY, INC. (FHD) FILES SUIT TO INVALIDATE PROPOSITION 2 ON NOV. 2 BALLOT.
The sponsors of the citizen initiative, FLORIDA HOMETOWN DEMOCRACY filed suit on Tuesday, October 26, 2004 in Leon County Circuit Court against Glenda E. Hood, Florida
s Secretary of State and Chief Election Officer.   The Case No. is 2004-CA-2571.
Prop 2 is a proposed amendment to the Florida Constitution put on the ballot by the Florida Legislature.  It seeks to change the citizen initiative process by significantly reducing the amount of time Floridians have to get proposed constitutional amendments on the ballot.
FHD
s suit seeks to have Prop 2 declared unconstitutional and void in a three count complaint.  The specific counts allege that:

1.       The ballot title and summary are inaccurate and misleading because they fail to tell the voter that, if passed, Prop 2 will make it more difficult for citizens to amend the Florida Constitution.   The ballot title and summary also fail to inform the voter that Prop 2 will give the Legislature an unfair advantage over citizen sponsored initiatives by allowing the Legislature to hold a special election on a legislatively proposed amendment, while denying this opportunity to citizen initiatives. 

2.       The Florida Constitution requires that the full title, summary and text of all proposed constructional amendments must be published in newspapers in each county at specific times before the November election.  Publication requirements for Prop 2 were not met.

3.       Florida law requires citizen initiatives to conform to a 75 word ballot summary, but does not place this limitation on amendments proposed by the Legislature.  This preferential treatment to the Legislature violates the equal protection clause of the Florida Constitution.

Lesley Blackner, president of FHD, is also a named plaintiff in the suit.  This suit is important she says, because the Florida Legislature is trying to trick voters into giving away their one remaining avenue for genuine reform:  the citizen initiative process.  She says Prop 2 shows the contempt the Legislature has for ordinary Floridians.   Blackner urges Floridians to tell Tallahassee that Florida needs more democracy, not less.

In other news, the Florida Supreme Court will hear oral arguments on the FHD proposed amendment on November 2nd at 9:00 am in Tallahassee. The hearing may be heard live on the web at http://wfsu.org/gavel2gavel/livesched.html
